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The knowledge and the proof of age are indispensable and invaluable for all human beings. Age 

estimation of unknown human cadavers is important in the setting of a crime investigation or in mass 

disaster because it can guide forensic investigators to the correct identity among a large number of 

possible matches. Increasingly the courts ask for medico-legal age estimations of unknown human 

cadavers by forensic odontology. Especially, when the age estimation is an inter-state request based on 

the international law. Moreover, there has been an increase in age estimations requested for 

unaccompanied migrant minors in EU. For equal treatment of all forensic cases the applied age 

estimation method needs a uniform and totally reproducible approach on national and international 

level. Presently this is not the situation due to differences in chosen protocols associated with a lack of 

international consensus. This is a gap for the 16th Sustainable Development Goals of ONU to be achieve 

for 2030 according to Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions. The main objective of the working group is 

the identification and characterization of novel methodologies in medico-legal age estimation research 

that will result in the development of innovative forensic strategies for the medico-legal human 

identification, focusing on forensic odontology science in dental research. The others purposes are: 

Assessment, harmonization and validation of available methodologies in medico-legal age estimation 

research; Creation and dissemination of standardized state of the art models and techniques for age 

estimation in practical forensic cases; Establish guidelines for international quality assurance in age 

estimation. 
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Current Research Works (Trabalhos de Investigação presentes) 

 

• “Cut-off for the legal ages in the Portuguese Population by I3M: Measures of accuracy”  

• “Forensic Age Estimation by new models of mathematical regression formula construct 

by molar Indexes: Dental Age Assessment”  

• “Dental Age Assessment using I2M and I3M: Implications for Estimation Legal Age on 12 

and 14 years old”    

• “Diagnostic accuracy of European Formula with OPG for the Dental Age Assessment: 

Application of the teeth development for legal age threshold od 12 years old in a sample 

of Portuguese individuals”  

• “Cut-off for the legal ages in the Portuguese Population by European Formula: 

Measures of accuracy” 
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